
Second Dutch SDE+ renewable subsidy auction opens 
 

London, 27 September (Argus) — The second 2016 round of the Dutch renewable 

power SDE+ subsidy auction opened today, with €5bn ($5.62bn) of funding available. 

The auction will consist of four phases — for projects seeking up to €0.09/kWh, up to 

€0.11/kWh, up to €0.13/kWh and up to €0.15/kWh — and closes on 27 October. 

Biomass co-firing projects were the biggest winners in the first SDE+ subsidy auction in 

July. 

Six Dutch coal-fired plants that co-fire with biomass are eligible to apply for the SDE+ 

subsidy — RWE's 777MW Eemshaven A, 777MW Eemshaven B and 600MW Amer 9; 

Uniper's 1GW Maasvlakte 3; Nuon's 650MW Hemweg 8; and Engie's 724MW 

Rotterdam 1. 

Amer 9 obtained €1.2bn of SDE+ funding in the first 2016 round, to co-fire up to 50pc 

biomass. Engie was awarded €296mn, but is yet to announce its plans. Both utilities 

could apply for more funding in this SDE+ round. 

Eligible utilities to apply were unable to comment on whether they plan to bid in the 

second round. 

Amer is the only plant in the existing biomass co-firing category, in which projects can 

bid for a maximum base amount of €0.107/kWh. New conversions have a maximum 

base amount of €0.114/kWh. Subsidies to co-fire biomass will last for eight years. 

But co-firing projects that successfully win SDE+ funding are unlikely to proceed with 

their plans or reach financial close before the Dutch government clarifies its policy on 

the closure of coal-fired power plants. The lower house of the Dutch 

parliament renewed its call last week for the government to align the phase out of coal-

fired generation with the country's 2020 and 2030 emission reductions targets. Amer 9 

and Hemweg 8 may face closure by 2020 to meet the country's target for a 25pc 

reduction in emissions by that year. 

A number of questions concerning coal-fired plants must be answered before a decision 

can be made, Dutch economy minister Henk Kamp said last week. A decision on the 

timeline for the closure of coal-fired plants is expected by the end of November. 

The government plans to obtain 25 petajoules of renewable energy from co-firing 

biomass projects. The success of Engie and RWE's Amer plant in the first round were 

equivalent to around 40pc of that target, Kamp said. If the target was reached, wood 

pellet demand would be around 3.5mn t/yr. 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://10/
http://direct.argusmedia.com/newsandanalysis/article/1274535
http://direct.argusmedia.com/newsandanalysis/article/1274535
x-apple-data-detectors://11/
http://direct.argusmedia.com/newsandanalysis/article/1259030
http://direct.argusmedia.com/newsandanalysis/article/1318097
http://direct.argusmedia.com/newsandanalysis/article/1318097
x-apple-data-detectors://14/
http://direct.argusmedia.com/newsandanalysis/article/1220206

